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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

June, 2026 

From his first appearance after his election in May 2025, Pope Leo XIV has called 
upon Catholics to live in peace and unity with one another within the Church and to 
share this invitation to peace and unity with the whole world. Throughout history, 
Catholics have shared the peace and unity of Christ with the world by proclaiming the 
Gospel and performing works of mercy that bring comfort to the poor and vulnerable. 

For centuries, Catholics have expressed our unity with the Pope by giving to the 
Peter's Pence Collection, which supports his mission to proclaim Christ's message of 
unity and peace with the world. Our gifts to the Holy Father are "concrete signs of 
hope" to Pope Leo XIV that fulfill the two aims of Peter's Pence: "1) To support the 
Holy Father's mission, which extends throughout the entire world, from the 
proclamation of the Gospel to the promotion of integral human development, 
education, peace, and brotherhood among peoples: thanks also to the many activities of 
service carried out by the dicasteries, bodies and organs of the Holy See that assist him 
every day; and 2) To support the numerous charitable works in aid of people and 
families in difficulty, populations afflicted by natural disasters and wars, or who are in 
need of humanitarian assistance or support for development." 

For more information on Peter's Pence, please visit the Vatican's Peter's Pence 
website: www.obolodisanpietro.va/en.html (English) or www.obolodisanpietro.va/es .html 
(espafiol). 

Please prayerfully consider supporting this year's collection as an act of hope 
and charity. Join our brothers and sisters in faith from around the globe to help Pope 
Leo XIV carry out his ministry to the Universal Church and reach out to the most 
marginalized in our world. 

Thank you and may God bless you abundantly. 

Sincere} y yours in Christ, 

t~~~-
Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki 
Bishop of Springfield in Illinois 
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J unio de 2026 

Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo, 

El papa Leon XIV, desde que aparecio por primera vez luego de su eleccion en 
mayo del 2025, ha hecho un llamado a los catolicos a vivir en paz y unidad los unos con 
los otros dentro de la Iglesia y a compartir esta invitacion de paz y unidad con el 
mundo entero. A lo largo de la historia, los catolicos han compartido con el mundo la 
paz y unidad de Cristo, proclamando el Evangelio y realizando obras de misericordia 
las cuales les trae consuelo al pobre y al vulnerable. 

Por siglos, los catolicos hemos expresado nuestra unidad con el Papa donando a 
la Colecta Peter's Pence, la cual apoya su mision de proclamar en el mundo el mensaje 
de unidad y paz de Cristo. Nuestros donativos al Santo Padre son "signos concretos de 
esperanza" para el papa Leon XIV los cuales cumplen los dos objetivos de Peter's Pence: 
"(1) Sostener la misi6n del Santo Padre que se extiende al mundo entero con el 
anuncio del Evangelio, la promocion del desarrollo humano integral, la educacion, la 
paz y la fraternidad entre los pueblos, gracias tambien a las muchas actividades de 
servicio realizadas por los dicasterios, entes y organismos de la Santa Sede que lo 
asisten cada dia; y (2) Sostener las numerosas obras caritativas en favor de las 
personas, las familias en dificultad y las poblaciones afectadas por calamidades 
naturales y guerras, o que necesitan asistencia o ayuda al desarrollo." 

Para mas informacion acerca de Peter's Pence, por favor, visiten Peter's Pence en 
la pagina web del Vaticano: www.obolodisanpietro.va/en.html (ingles) o 
-www .obolodisanpie tro. vales. html ( espafiol). 

Por favor, en oracion, consideren apoyar la colecta de este afio como un acto de 
esperanza y caridad. Unanse a sus hermanos y hermanas en la fe de alrededor del 
mundo para ayudar al papa Leon XIV a realizar su ministerio con la iglesia universal y 
llegar a los mas marginados en nuestro mundo. 

Muchas gracias y que Dios les bendiga abundantemente, 

Sinceramente suyo en Cristo, 

Reverendisimo Thomas John Paprocki 
Obispo de Springfield en Illinois 

1615 W. Washington St., Springfield, IL 62702 I (217) 698-8500 I @diospringfield I www.dio.org 



PASTORS/PARISH LEADERS: Please announce these special collection 
opportunities to your parishioners in your bulletins, website, or other 
social media platforms the weekend of June 20 & 21, 2026, and gathered at 
the Masses on June 27 & 28, 2026. The proceeds gathered should be 
forwarded to our Office for Finances within thirty (30) days. 

Thank you! 


