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T Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki
Bishop of Springfield in Illinois

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

As your Bishop, it is good to be with you to celebrate this Mass
together as we commemorate the fortieth anniversary of the dedication of St.
Anthony of Padua Church. St. Anthony of Padua Parish was founded 165
years ago, in 1859, when Franciscan Friars from Teutopolis settled in Melrose
Township at the request of the pastor of St. Boniface Church. A small frame
church was built on the current site and was dedicated on the 6% of
December 1859. A larger church was built and dedicated in 1870. That
building experienced serious structural issues by the 1970’s and 80’s, and so
it was closed in 1983. Ground was then broken for the current St. Anthony
Church on the 12t of June 1983, and the new church building was dedicated

by Bishop Daniel Ryan forty years ago today on December 1%, 1984.



In 2023, St. Dominic School celebrated the 60t year of its founding and
dedication as a church. This site continues to serve the 160+ year educational
mission of St. Anthony Parish.

Your Pastor, Father Tom Donovan, tells me that there is a lot of
continuity in the families and people who have inhabited this parish over
the years. Building a church takes courage, a vision, and a dose of divine
providence. Ultimately, it is an expression of hope. Of course, it needs to be
maintained and built upon in every age. We give thanks to God not only for
the blessings of these past forty years, but also for all that happened here in
the preceding decades to make St. Anthony of Padua Parish what it is today
and, God willing, what it will continue to be for many more years to come.

Today is the First Sunday of Advent, a season of preparation. While
many people would assume this preparation means preparing for
Christmas, the truth is that the focus on Jesus’ birth becomes predominant
only in the season’s last nine days, December 16-24. That is when the Gospels
specifically center on the historical birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. The first part
of Advent, however, is not focused on Jesus’ first coming in Bethlehem, but
on His second coming at the end of time. In that sense, it continues the focus

on the end times that the Mass readings highlighted during the last weeks



of Ordinary Time. The Thirty-Third Sunday of Ordinary Time and the First
Sunday of Advent always have a judgment theme, either the Lord’s return
at the end of time, which we hear about in Ordinary Time, or the need for
watchfulness and sober readiness for that coming, which we read in the
scriptures at the beginning of Advent. The Solemnity of Christ the King
hinges them together: Jesus is King of the Universe.

Thus, we need to be preparing not for a past event, but a future one.
That is why, at every Mass, after the Our Father, the priest prays that the
Lord will deliver us from every evil, “keep us free from sin and protect us
from all anxiety as we wait in joyful hope for the coming of our Savior, Jesus
Christ our Lord.”

Thus, in our scripture readings today, Jeremiah (Jer 33:14-16) points
forward to the time of the Messiah, framing it as the time of the fulfilment of
God'’s promise to Israel that salvation will come - a beautiful prophecy that
will console the people in times of tribulation. However bad things seem,
God wills the people to be saved, and will act on their behalf.

Jesus is more direct in the Gospel passage from Saint Luke (Lk 21:25-
28, 34-36). Jesus urges His disciples to be “vigilant at all times and pray that

you have the strength to escape the tribulations that are imminent and to



stand before the Son of Man.” He is telling His disciples that a time is coming
when there will be massive upheaval, the like of which people have not seen
before; but His message is not that the disciples should be afraid, but that
they should see such calamity as a sign of the closeness of their liberation.
Jesus urges the disciples, understanding this, to stand with confidence. They
will remember this in the terrible time ahead, when their Lord will be
tortured and put to death, and they will subsequently learn that in His
resurrection, the tumult was a sign that their salvation was indeed near at
hand.

That Jesus urges the disciples to virtuous living is not so that they will
be virtuous as an end in itself, but so that they will be attentive, prepared,
not taken by surprise at the return of the Son of Man in glory. They must
stay alert, pray for strength - and then stand with confidence.

Paul seeks to inspire the Thessalonians (1 Thes 3:12-4:2) to follow his
example of love, loving each other and loving the whole of humanity. This,
he explains, is so that they will be prepared for the return of the Lord. Paul
has taken the teaching of Jesus to heart and urges attentiveness so that they

will be ready to meet their Lord. The community of believers Paul is



addressing are already living an authentic Christian life and he encourages
them to continue to make progress in that life.

What can we do to prepare ourselves to meet the Lord? We are
attentive to His presence, looking for Him where He is to be found. We begin
with where we are now: “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I
will be in their midst” says Jesus - so He is here among us today. Jesus is
present in the proclamation of his word - we stand for the Gospel,
acknowledging the presence of the Risen Lord. Jesus is present in the
Eucharist, a truth we learn from the accounts of the Last Supper and His
teaching that we heard earlier this year in the readings from chapter 6 of
John's Gospel, where Jesus refers to Himself as the Bread of Life. We are
attentive to Jesus present in those who are in desperate need, as Jesus taught
that: “Insofar as you did this [i.e. offered help] to the least of my brothers,
you did this to me.” Moreover, we are attentive to the presence of Jesus when
we address Him and listen to Him in prayer. Being attentive to the Lord, we
will be prepared and able to stand with confidence before the Son of Man
when He returns in glory - and when we are called from this life to the

eternal life He has promised.



Finally, this part of the church is called the sanctuary because a
sanctuary is a place for that which is sacred, and Our Lord comes to us here
at Mass and remains present in the tabernacle. As we go forth from here after
receiving Holy Communion, we carry Christ with us in our hearts, so in a
sense we all become a living sanctuary of Our Lord. May your hearts be the
sanctuary where His love resides more fully, to the point of overflowing, so
that through you, His merciful love will be made visible.

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary
Pure and holy, tried and true
With thanksgiving, I'll be a living
Sanctuary for You.!

May God give us this grace. Amen.

1 John W. Thompson and Randy Scruggs, “Sanctuary” (Full Armor Publishing
Company, 1982).



