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100
YEARS
OF HISTORY

  THE HISTORY OF CATHOLICISM IN
  OUR DIOCESE IS RICH AND UNIQUE
     In this special edition of Catholic Times, we are celebrating   

               the 100th anniversary of the translation or transfer of the See 
city from the Diocese of Alton to the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois
(Oct. 26, 1923–Oct. 26, 2023). In this edition, we first take a quick look 
back on the history before this 100-year period. Then, we dive deep into 
the past 100 years by giving you a historical account and an overview 
of our bishops and what they did to advance Catholicism in our region. 
Then, we share the interesting story of how and when the Diocese of 
Springfield in Illinois was established and why so many were confused 
at that time when the announcement was made. From there, we take 
you on a 100-year timeline, highlighting some important events in the 
life of the Church in our diocese. After that, we feature photographs of 
treasures of the past — churches that once stood in our diocese. Finally, 
we showcase 100 years of history through various photographs. Don’t 
forget to also check out the final round of the diocesan trivia challenge. 
We hope you enjoy reading about our rich history, gain an apprecia-
tion for the dedication to Catholicism from those who came before us, 
and are inspired to build up the Kingdom of God in your family, parish, 
and community so future generations are left with a solid foundation 
of faith. Special thanks to the diocesan Office for Archives and Records 
Management for compiling what you will see in the following pages.

                CELEBRATING 100 YEARS—
            FROM          ALTON TO      SPRINGFIELD        1923-2023
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The story of our diocese spans more than 300 
years. The land that our diocese occupies was 
once the home to Illini Nations and the migration 
path of the Peoria, Kickapoo, and Kaskaskia tribes 
of Indigenous People. In 1673, a group of French 
explorers led by Louis Joliet and Rev. Jacques 
Marquette arrived in this area seeking a path to the 
Pacific Ocean.  

In 1789, the newly formed Diocese of Baltimore 
included the territory that is now the Diocese of 

Springfield in Illinois. Since then, this area has 
passed under the administration of the Diocese of 
Bardstown, Kentucky (1808), St. Louis, Missouri 
(1826), and Vincennes, Indiana (1834). In 1843, the 
entire state of Illinois was formed into a single dio-
cese with the See city in Chicago.

In 1852, American bishops and archbishops met 
in Baltimore for their First Plenary Council. They 
recommended that Illinois be divided and on July 
29, 1853, Pope Pius IX erected the Diocese of Quincy, 
which was comprised of the current Dioceses of 
Springfield in Illinois and Belleville. A bishop of 
Quincy was appointed but declined the honor. On 
Jan. 9, 1857, Pope Pius IX moved the vacant See to 
Alton and appointed Henry Damian Juncker as the 
first Bishop of Alton. In the spring of 1857, he took
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Henry Damian Juncker (1857-1868). 
He helped to create the infrastructure 
needed for the diocese by establish-
ing numerous schools and hospitals. 
In the 11 years of his episcopacy, he 
Dad created a firm institQtional and 
spiritual foundation that allowed the 
diocese to ŃoQrisD.  
Date unknown

Shown is the exterior of 
Ss. Peter and Paul Church in 
Alton. Today, it is known as 
the “Old Cathedral” in our 
diocese.
Photo by Ryan Hanlon (2022)

Peter J. Baltes (1870-1886). He previ-
ously served as the Vicar General of 
the diocese under Bishop Juncker. 
As bishop, he sought to bring 
diocesan policies into alignment 
with the decrees of the Second 
Plenary Council of Baltimore and 
the First Vatican Council. 
Date unknown

James Ryan (1888-1923). He had the 
longest tenure of any bishop in our 
diocese. He served for 35 years and 
very few records survive from his 
episcopacy. Parish records indicate 
that he oversaw tremendous growth 
and an increasingly complicated 
path as numerous immigrants to the 
country arrived in Illinois.  
Date unknown

Continued on page 9

BEFORE WE WERE THE DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD IN ILLINOIS
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My dear brothers and sisters in 
Christ, 

Looking forward to our diocese’s 
Eucharistic Congress on Oct. 28 at 
the Bank of Springfield Center, we 
will be hosting this event as a way 
for us to participate in the National 
Eucharistic Revival, which will cul-
minate in the National Eucharistic 
Congress next July 17-21 in 
Indianapolis. The timing of our local 
Eucharistic Congress on Oct. 28  is 
also intended to celebrate the centen-
nial of the transfer of our diocese’s 
See city from Alton to Springfield.

As you may know, our diocese 
was first founded in Quincy in 1853, 
moved to Alton in 1857, and then 
relocated to Springfield in 1923. 
Since the capital of Illinois was 
moved from Vandalia to Springfield 
in 1839, well before our diocese 
was created, one may wonder 
why our diocese was not founded 
in Springfield in the first place. 
There may not be documentation 
exactly explaining why Quincy and 
Alton were initially chosen over 
Springfield, but I suspect it had to do 
with the fact that there were more 
Catholics in the Quincy and Alton 
areas than there were in Springfield. 
The fact that Springfield was the 
state capital would not have been the 
primary factor in determining where 
to locate the See city or headquar-
ters of the diocese, but where the 
Catholic population was centered. 
Perhaps by 1923 the Catholic popula-

tion of Springfield had grown suf-
ficiently to warrant its designation as 
the See city of the diocese. 

Another factor may have been the 
fact that the Diocese of Belleville 
was established in 1887. That meant 
the Diocese of Alton, the Diocese of 
Belleville, and the Archdiocese of 
St. Louis were all located in close 
proximity to each other. Moving the 
Diocese of Alton to Springfield was 
a way to give the Catholic Church a 
more significant presence in another 
part of our region. 

I personally am glad that our 
Cathedral and my residence are 
more centrally located in Springfield. 
Since our diocese covers over 15,000 
square miles in 28 counties from 
the Mississippi River to the Indiana 
border, getting from Alton to the 
eastern border of our diocese would 
have been quite a challenge to do on 
a regular basis. Last year I needed 
to drive from Robinson, near the 
Indiana border, after a Mass there on 
a Wednesday night, to get to Quincy, 
on our western border, to teach at 
Quincy University on Thursday 
evening. The drive took almost five 
hours. I left Robinson in the morn-
ing, stopped at the Cathedral rec-
tory in Springfield for lunch, and 
then continued on to Quincy. That 
experience reinforced for me that 
I was grateful not to have to make 
that trip across the state on a regular 
basis, but instead could make it to 
almost any point in our diocese from 

Springfield in less than three hours.
Another reason why I appreci-

ate being in Springfield is that I 
am a big fan of Abraham Lincoln. 
Once when I was chancellor of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago and was fly-
ing to Rome with the archbishop, 
the late Cardinal Francis George, I 
was reading a book. Being intellectu-
ally curious and a book lover him-
self, Cardinal George leaned over 
and asked me what I was reading. 
I said I was reading a book about 
Abraham Lincoln. He said, “So you 
like Abraham Lincoln?” I said yes. 
Perhaps he remembered that and put 
in my name to become the Bishop 
of Springfield in Illinois! If so, I am 
grateful to be living in close proxim-
ity to the Lincoln historic sites. 

The fact that my major field of 
studies was political science when I 
was in college at Loyola University 
in Chicago provided me with helpful 
preparation to be the diocesan bishop 
of our state capital where the execu-
tive, legislative, and judicial branches 
of our state government are located. 
The Catholic Church faces many 
challenges these days from an often 
adversarial if not outright hostile 
state government, so some knowl-
edge of the political system is useful. 

I first visited Springfield on my 
eighth-grade field trip and again 
as a high school senior. Although I 
was already interested in becoming 
a priest at the time, little did I know 
then that I would some day return 

ReÁecting on histor\ oI diocese and looNing 
IorZard in pra\er and Zith confidence 

/E; COR',S C$R,7$S
The law of the heart is love

%ishop 7hoPas -ohn 3aprocNi
1inth %ishop oI the Catholic 'iocese oI Springfield in ,llinois
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here as diocesan bishop! 
Since my installation as the ninth 

Bishop of Springfield in Illinois on 
June 22, 2010, the Memorial of my 
patron saints, Sir Thomas More and 
Bishop John Fisher, my greatest joy 
has been ordaining 33 priests for our 
diocese, with another five scheduled 
for ordination next May. Conscious 
of my responsibility to provide for 
the pastoral care of over 125,000 
Catholics in Central Illinois, I am 
grateful to all the priests who are 
collaborators with me in carrying 
out the mission given by Jesus to the 

Apostles and their successors. 
Recently I was talking with Bishop 

Carl Kemme, formerly a priest of 
our diocese who is now Bishop of 
Wichita. He told me that they have 
over 40 seminarians studying for 
their diocese. I asked him how many 
Catholics there are in his diocese. 
He said about 120,000. Given that the 
Diocese of Springfield in Illinois and 
the Diocese of Wichita are similar 
in size, I see no good reason why we 
should not also have over 40 semi-
narians, which is the goal I set for 
our diocese in 2015 when I wrote my 

second pastoral letter, Ars crescendi 
in Dei gratia, “On Building a Culture of 
Growth in the Church.” To do so will 
require a concerted and conscious 
effort on our part, along with fervent 
prayer and confident trust in God’s 
providence. I know that we can do 
this if we set our minds and hearts 
on achieving this noble aspiration. 

May God give us this grace. Amen. 

To read more columns by Bishop Thomas John Paprocki or to subscribe, visit ct.dio.org/bishopscolumn.

BISHOP PAPROCKI’S PUBLIC SCHEDULE
Monday, Oct. 16-Tuesday, Oct. 17
BURLINGTON, VT., BISHOP’S PLAN

INSURANCE COMPANY (BPIC) BOARD OF

DIRECTORS MEETING.  
Wednesday, Oct. 18

SPRINGFIELD, ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI

CHURCH AT THE EVERMODE INSTITUTE, 
WHITE MASS FOR CATHOLIC HEALTHCARE

MI N I S T R Y,  5  P .M.  W I T H D I N N E R

FOLLOWING.

Saturday, Oct. 21
S P R I N G F I E L D ,  C A T H E D R A L O F

T H E I M M A C U L A T E C O N C E P T I O N , 
CO N F I R M A T I O N A N D FI R S T HO L Y

CO M M U N I O N MA S S F O R P A R I S H E S

OF MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP, 
MARYVILLE (21), AND ST. MARY, ALTON

(1), 11  A.M. 
Saturday, Oct. 21

VA N DA L I A ,  S P E A K E R F O R T H E

26TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF OUR

SORROWFUL MOTHER’S MINISTRY, 4:30 
P.M. WITH DINNER FOLLOWING.

Saturday, Oct. 28
SPRINGFIELD, BANK OF SPRINGFIELD

(BOS) CENTER, DIOCESAN EUCHARISTIC
CONGRESS, SEE WWW.DIO.ORG/REVIVAL-BOS/
FOR DETAILED LIST OF EVENTS OF THE DAY.

Sunday, Oct. 29
SPRINGFIELD, CATHEDRAL OF THE

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, MASS AND
INSTITUTION TO THE ACOLYTE FOR MR. 
DAVID BEACH, 10  A.M.

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Parochial Administrator

Reverend Varghese Puthussery, 
S.A.C., WITH THE PERMISSION OF HIS

SUPERIOR, IS APPOINTED PAROCHIAL

ADMINISTRATOR OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

PARISH, ARCOLA; FORTY MARTYRS PARISH, 
TUSCOLA; AND SACRED HEART PARISH, 
VILLA GROVE, WITH FACULTIES OF THE

DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD IN ILLINOIS, AND

WITH RESIDENCE AT SACRED HEART PARISH

IN VILLA GROVE, EFFECTIVE SEPT. 30, 2023.  
Parochial Administrator

Reverend Thaddeus Idanosi 
Adukus, WITH THE PERMISSION OF

HIS BISHOP, IS APPOINTED PAROCHIAL

ADMINISTRATOR OF ST. JAMES PARISH, 
RIVERTON; WHILE RETAINING DUTIES AS

CHAPLAIN OF SPRINGFIELD MEMORIAL

HOSPITAL, SPRINGFIELD; FROM RESIDENCE
AT LITTLE FLOWER PARISH, SPRINGFIELD, 
EFFECTIVE SEPT. 30, 2023. 

Medical Leave of Absense
Reverend Rodney A. Schwartz IS

GRANTED A MEDICAL LEAVE OF ABSENCE
FROM HIS CURRENT AS SIGNMENT AS
PAROCHIAL VICAR OF ST. PAUL PARISH, 
HIGHLAND, WHILE RETAINING FACULTIES
OF THE DIOCESE, EFFECTIVE SEPT. 15, 2023. 

Faculties
Reverend Luis Runde, O.F.M., 

UPON PRESENTATION BY HIS SUPERIOR, IS
GRANTED PRIESTLY FACULTIES FOR MINIS-
TRY IN THE DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD IN
ILLINOIS, EFFECTIVE SEPT. 18, 2023. 

Concluding Appointment
Reverend Angel Sierra CONCLUDES

HIS APPOINTMENT AS PASTOR OF ST. JOHN
THE BAPTIST PARISH, ARCOLA; FORTY
MARTYRS PARISH, TUSCOLA; AND SACRED
HEART PARISH, VILLA GROVE; AND IS
GRANTED SENIOR PRIEST STATUS WITHOUT
FACULTIES, FROM ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE
OF ABSENCE, EFFECTIVE OCT. 2, 2023.

Very Reverend John M. Titus, 
V.F. CONCLUDES HIS APPOINTMENT AS
PAROCHIAL ADMINISTRATOR OF ST. JOHN
THE BAPTIST PARISH, ARCOLA; FORTY
MARTYRS PARISH, TUSCOLA; AND SACRED
HEART PARISH, VILLA GROVE, WHILE
RETAINING HIS ASSIGNMENT AS PASTOR
OF IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH, 
MATTOON, AND ST. COLUMCILLE PARISH, 
SULLIVAN; AND VICAR FORANE (DEAN) OF
THE MATTOON DEANERY, EFFECTIVE SEPT. 
30, 2023. 
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downtown Springfield. He was 
installed as bishop at St. Mary’s, 
which would serve as the pro�
cathedral of the diocese for the 
next four years. However, the 
building, which was constructed 
in 18��, was showing its age. In 
1�2�, Bishop Griffin launched 
the Cathedral Campaign to raise 
money for a new building.  

Bishop Griffin assisted Cardinal 
George Mundelein in planning 
and hosting the 28th International 
Eucharistic Congress June 24�2�, 
1�2�, in Chicago. Hundreds of 
thousands of Catholics attended 
the congress held throughout 
Chicago. After the congress, 
Bishop Griffin hosted several car�

On Oct. 2�, 1�23, Pope Pius ;I 
translated the diocesan See from 
Alton to Springfield. In addition, 
the pope named James Aloysius 
Griffin, pastor of St. Mary in Joliet, 
to be the next bishop, who would 
be responsible for moving the 
chancery from Alton to Spring�
field. 

Bishop Griffin arrived in Spring�
field on Feb. 28, 1�24. He was met 
by a crowd of nearly 10,000 people 

lining the streets from the  
C	A Train Depot to 
St. Mary’s Church in 

This undated picture shows what the 
interior of Ss. Peter and Paul Church 
in Alton, the former Cathedral of 
the Diocese of Alton, looked like 
decades ago. Here, boys and girls are 
receiRing tDeir first DolU  ommQnion. �isDop $riBfin participates in tDe 

laying of the cornerstone of the Cathe-
dral of the Immaculate Conception in 
Springfield in ���� as clergU and laitU 
look on.

100
YEARS
OF HISTORY

dinals, archbishops, and bishops in 
Springfield on June 2�, 1�2�, for the 
Central 9erein Convention.

The Central 9erein was founded 
on April 1�, 18��, as a federation 
of parish mutual aid societies of 
German Catholics. Griffin led 
attendees on a pilgrimage to the 
tomb of Abraham Lincoln. He was 
deeply moved by the show of unity 
and support for the great American 
president by leaders from across 
the Church.

In celebration of the Diamond 
Jubilee of our diocese, Bishop Grif�
fin dedicated and opened the newly 
constructed Cathedral of the Im�
maculate Conception. The dedica�
tion ceremonies took place on Oct. 
14�1�, 1�28. The cathedral complex 
housed the cathedral, bishop’s 
residence, parish offices, Cathedral 
School, and convent housing 1� reli�
gious sisters to serve as the teaching 
staff of the school.

Bishop Griffin stood up as an 

        A
CENTURY-LONGLOOK AT THE

DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD IN ILLINOIS
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�isDop 'ames $riBfin Sas installed 
as tDe first >isDop oB tDe Diocese oB 
Springfield in &llinois at St. *arU�s, 
which would serve as the pro-cathe-
dral of the diocese for the four years 
until the Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception was built and dedicated. 
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advocate for workers in a multi-year 
labor dispute that at times turned 
violent. This period, when violence 
erupted in Springfield and neigh-
boring mining towns, was known as 
the Coal Miner’s War (1932-1937). 
Bishop Griffin, inspired and mo-
tivated by the encyclical of Pope 
Leo XIII, Rerum Novarum (1891), 
attempted to negotiate fair wages 
for the workers in the various mines 
throughout the diocese. 

In 1�3�, Bishop Griffin joined 
several other bishops in traveling 
to Mexico to ascertain the status 
of anti-clericalism in the country. 
He and his fellow bishops devised 
creative methods to assist and serve 
priests in our neighboring country 
to the south.  

No stranger to strife, he led the 
diocese through the Second World 
War as 10,286 individuals from our 
diocese served overseas. Among 
them, 10 diocesan priests served as 
chaplains with only one, Lt. Chap-
lain Thomas Brady, killed in action.  

Bishop Griffin served the diocese 
through times of change and ush-
ered the Church in Central Illinois 
into the modern era. His death on 
Aug. 5, 1948, marked a turning 
point for our diocese.

On Dec. 28, 1948, Pope Pius 
XII appointed William Aloysius 
O’Connor to be the next bishop 
of Springfield in Illinois. Bishop  
O’Connor was a priest in Chi-
cago, who demonstrated superior 
administrative skills, serving as a 

bishop of Springfield in Illinois. 
Bishop McNicholas, in the spirit of 
9atican II was the first bishop of our 
diocese to have his motto in English, 
“Come to Serve.”

Bishop McNicholas was a staunch 
civil rights advocate. His assign-
ments in St. Louis as a priest and 
auxiliary bishop included: Health 
& Welfare Council of St. Louis, Na-
tional Association of Social Workers, 
Missouri Child Welfare Commis-
sion, and the National Office of 
Black Catholics. 

Bishop McNicholas was a leader 
in school desegregation and helped 
organize the Martin Luther King 
Day Breakfast. In 1976 he imple-
mented a diocesan-wide pro-life 
program in response to the Roe 
v. Wade (1973) decision. He also 
instituted the “Come Home for 
Christmas Campaign,” which used 
an approach of prayer and personal 
contact to reconcile Catholics who 
had fallen away from the faith with 
the Church. 

Bishop McNicholas’ episcopacy 
was short lived as he died suddenly 
of a coronary thrombosis on April 
17, 1983. The diocese suffered a 
mournful year in 1983, as Bishop-
McNicholas’ predecessor, 

�isDop $riBfin, energetic and 
BriendlU, is greeted >U  atDolic 
scDool cDildren Qpon Dis retQrn Brom 
/ome in ����. 
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Continued on page 8

Latin teacher, school administra-
tor, and director of Catholic Chari-
ties. These skills would guide him 
as he expanded the administra-
tive structure of the diocese. He 
arrived in Springfield on March 
16, 1949. He was greeted by Gov. 
Adlai Stevenson and nearly 8,000 
Catholics at the train station in 
Springfield. He was installed as 
bishop on the Feast of St. Patrick, 
1949.  

Bishop O’Connor’s episcopacy 
began in tragedy when St. An-
thony’s Hospital in Effingham was 
destroyed by fire on April 4, 1�4�. 
Bishop O’Connor oversaw the up-
dating of hospitals and diocesan 
properties to prevent future fire 
disasters. He established the Office 
of Insurance to assist him in this 
endeavor.  

In 1959, Pope John XXIII sur-
prised the world by announcing 
that he would convene an ecu-
menical council. The purpose of 
the Council was to reassess the re-
lationship of the Church with the 
modern world. Bishop O’Connor 
was able to attend all four sessions 
of the Council. After Vatican II, 
Bishop O’Connor began to execute 
the mandates of the Council. He 
established the Office for Worship 
and the Office for Catholic Educa-
tion in 1���. They were the first of 
many curial agencies that opened 
to assist parishes and other Catho-
lic institutions in the diocese.

Bishop O’Connor witnessed 
many events of historical impor-
tance such as the assassination of 
John F. Kennedy (1963) and the 
moon landing (1969), which he 
recorded, “heard touching down 
of lunar module on moon at 2 p.m. 
on the radio and first man to walk 
on moon — perfect landing after 
perfect flight.”

On July 22, 1975, Bishop 
O’Connor submitted his retire-
ment, not wanting the diocese 
to slow down due to his failing 
health. Pope Paul VI appointed 
Joseph A. McNicholas as the next 

        A
CENTURY-LONGLOOK AT THE

DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD IN ILLINOIS

�isDop 'osepD *c+icDolas Sas an 
energetic adRocate Bor desegregation 
and  atDolic edQcation.  %ere De 
Risits St. -atricG ScDool, Springfield 
Ġ����
 and interacts SitD tDe 
stQdents. 
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the Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception. He was appointed 
Archbishop of Omaha (July 22, 
2009) before the renovation was 
completed, but he was able to 
return for the Cathedral dedication, 
Dec. 2, 2009. (Archbishop Lucas is 
the first bishop of the Diocese of 
Springfield in Illinois to be appoint-
ed to archbishop.)

Pope Benedict XVI appointed 
Bishop Thomas John Paprocki 
of the Archdiocese of Chicago as 
Bishop Lucas’ successor on April 
20, 2010. On June 22, 2010, Bishop 
Paprocki, a civil and canon lawyer, 
was installed the ninth Bishop of 
the Diocese of Springfield 
in Illinois.  
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CENTURY-LONG
Continued from page 7

Bishop Thomas John Paprocki is 
shown in procession with other visit-
ing bishops during Mass at the Illinois 
State Fairgrounds for the Jubilee 
2003.  

Bishop O’Connor died a short time 
later, on Nov. 14, 1983.

Pope John Paul II appointed Dan-
iel Ryan as the next bishop of the 
Diocese of Springfield in Illinois. 
Bishop Ryan was installed on Jan. 
18, 1984.

Bishop Ryan faced a declining 
number of priests. There were 153 
diocesan priests in 1985 and 105 in 
1995. He oversaw the Parish Pastoral 
Plan that was released in July 1995. 
This plan was designed to study the 
status of parishes and priests across 
the diocese and offer solutions for 
long-term parish vitality.

Bishop Ryan resigned on Oct. 19, 
1999, amidst allegations of abuse 
against a minor, as well as accusa-
tions that he concealed similar al-
legations against other clergy in the 
Diocese of Springfield.

On Oct. 19, 1999, the Vatican 
announced the retirement of 
Bishop Ryan and the appointment 
of Bishop George J. Lucas as his 
successor. Bishop Lucas, a priest of 
the Archdiocese of St. Louis, was 
the first bishop to be ordained as a 
bishop in the Cathedral of the Im-
maculate Conception in Springfield.  

Bishop Lucas sought to lead with 
collaboration. He launched the 
endowment campaign, “Harvest 
of Thanks—Springtime of Hope.” 
This campaign was devoted to the 
long-term viability of the diocese 
including support for the work of 
Catholic Charities, to assist in the 
formation of seminarians and dea-
con candidates, and for the care of 
retired priests of the diocese.

Jubilee 2003, the celebration of 
the 150th anniversary of the found-
ing of the diocese officially began 
on Dec. 9, 2002. On June 28, 2003, 
an estimated 20,000 Catholics from 
all over the diocese joined in a day-
long celebration at the Illinois State 
Fairgrounds.

In May 2007, Bishop Lucas initi-
ated the “Built on Faith—Renewed 
in Hope” campaign to raise the $11 
million dollars needed to restore 

In 2017, Bishop Paprocki guided 
the diocese through the Fourth 
Diocesan Synod with the goal that 
our diocesan clergy and laity make 
a heartfelt commitment to stew-
ardship and discipleship as a way 
of life. Bishop Paprocki has made 
the connection between sports and 
faith a focus of his ministry, writing 
two books Holy Goals for Body and 
Soul: Eight Steps to Connect Sports 
with God and Faith, and Running 
for a Higher Purpose: Eight Steps to 
Spiritual and Physical Fitness. 

Photo by Dorothy Dale 

Bishop George J. Lucas anoints a 
confirIandi candidate with oil 
dQring confirmation *ass at  DQrcD 
oB tDe )ittle #loSer, Springfield, on 
May 2, 2004.  

 1 file photo 

Following the “Built on Faith, 
Renewed in Hope” campaign, the 
 atDedral oB tDe &mmacQlate 
 onception closed in Septem>er oB 
2008 for 15 months and underwent 
its only major structural project since 
being built in 1928. Here, workers 
paint and clean up the ceiling. The 
 atDedral Sas restored, and tDe neS 
altar was dedicated on Dec. 2, 2009.
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possession of the diocese and 
made Ss. Peter and Paul Church 
the new cathedral. Bishop Juncker 
traveled to Europe and recruited 
seminarians to commit to serve in 
the new diocese. In his 11 years, 
Bishop Juncker built a solid spiri-
tual foundation that made it pos-
sible for our diocese to flourish. 
Bishop Juncker died on Oct. 2, 
1868, having overseen the dedica-
tion and erection of over 50 local 
parish churches and missions. 

The second bishop of our diocese 
was Peter J. Baltes who had served 
both as the vicar general for the 
diocese and as Bishop Juncker’s 

theologian at the Second Plenary 
Council of Baltimore in 1866. 
He was consecrated at St. Peter’s 
Church in Belleville on Jan. 23, 
1870. Bishop Baltes stabilized the 
administration of the diocese and 
oversaw continued growth.

In 1887, upon the death of 
Bishop Baltes, Pope Leo XIII split 
the diocese in two, establishing 
the Diocese of Belleville from the 
southern portion of the diocese. 
James Ryan from the Diocese of 
Peoria was appointed as the third 
bishop of Alton. 

Bishop James Ryan had the lon-
gest tenure of any bishop of our 
diocese, serving a little over 35 
years. His episcopacy saw a mas-
sive rise in immigration to the 
area. Thousands of immigrants 

Bishop Paprocki has run 24 mara-
thons. He is currently an Adjunct 
Professor of Law, Business, and 
Bioethics at Quincy University’s 
Oakley School of Business. He also 
serves on the Illinois Catholic Health 
Association Board and serves as 
the chairman of the Committee on 
Canonical Affairs and Church Gover-
nance for the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops. 

On Oct. 28, thousands of Catho-
lics from across the diocese will join 
Bishop Paprocki as he celebrates Mass 
at the first Eucharistic Congress at the 
BOS Center in Springfield. 
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 1 file photo 

Bishop Paprocki visited with students in 
Jerseyville with Father Marty Smith and 
tooG tDe o>ligatorU, selfie.

See and talk 
history at the 

Office for Archives 
and Records 
Management 

booth at 
Diocesan Eucharistic 

Congress
Make sure to visit the 

Office for Archives and 
Records Management 

booth at the Eucharistic 
Congress on Oct. 28 
at the BOS Center. 

At the booth, located 
in the lower level with 

other exhibitors, you will 
learn more about the 
history of the diocese, 

talk with archives 
staff about genealogy 

and other archives 
services, participate in 
a community archives 

project, see our history in 
photographs, and more.

CELEBRATING
Continued from page 3

1De first tSo >isDops oB 
tDe Diocese oB �lton, 
Bishop Henry Damian 
Juncker and Bishop Peter 
Joseph Baltes, are buried 
at Ss. -eter and -aQl 
 DQrcD in �lton. 1De tDird 
>isDop oB tDe Diocese oB 
�lton, �isDop 'ames /Uan, 
is >Qried in St. -atricG�s 
Cemetery in nearby 
$odBreU.
Photo >y �ndreS %anOen

settled in central Illinois, and 
Bishop Ryan had to contend with 
providing religious services to 
more than a dozen ethnic groups. 
He steered the diocese through 
a period of growth and change 
and is best known for his role in 
expanding the Alton orphan-
age. Bishop Ryan died on 
July 2, 1923.
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Shown is the Papal Bull from the Vatican 
SDicD oBficiallU translated tDe diocesan See 
Brom �lton to Springfield dated ,ct. ��, 
���� ĠSritten in )atin
.

Today, news travels fast — instan-
taneously actually. One hundred 
years ago, this was not the case. Not 
only did news travel slowly, it was 
oftentimes confusing.

One such example is the an-
nouncement of the translation of the 
diocesan See from Alton to Spring-
field (below). In a letter dated Nov. 3, 
1�23 (see page 12), from the Apos-
tolic Delegate to the United States, 
Pietro Fumasoni Biondi congratu-
lates Msgr. James A. Griffin, pastor 
of St. Mary Parish in Joliet, upon his 
appointment as bishop of Diocese of 

Alton.  
Later that month, a second letter 

dated Nov. 22, 1�23 (see page 13), 
informs Msgr. Griffin that Pope Pius 
;I has decided to transfer the See of 
Alton to Springfield. He also asks 
Msgr. Griffin to inform him of what 
church, in Springfield, will be desig-
nated as the cathedral. 

A third letter dated Jan. 26, 1924, 
from the office of the Delegate but 
from the Apostolic auditor, Paul 
Marella, in the absence of the Dele-
gate, clearly states that the Apostolic 
Bulls of consecration and of transla-

tion of the See were included with 
the letter and that a tax must be paid 
as soon as possible.  

The confusing part starts with the 
Apostolic Bulls (decrees) from the 
9atican, dated Nov. 10, 1�23. That’s 
because the Bull of translation of 
the See from Alton to Springfield 
indicates the decree took place on 
Oct. 2�, 1�23. The Bull of consecra-
tion appoints Griffin as bishop of the 
Diocese of Springfield in Illinois, not

How fast does news travel?
When did we o�cially become the Diocese of Spring�eld 

in Illinois? Well, it’s confusing and an interesting story

Continued on page 11

2022 FAVORITE PHOTOS

100
YEARS
OF HISTORY
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Alton, and is dated Nov. 
10, 1923. This points to the 
fact that while both were 
written and signed on 
Nov. 10, the translation of 
the See city from Alton to 
Springfield was decreed 
on Oct. 26 and the appoint-
ment of Griffin to bishop 
of Springfield on the same 
day. However, that letter of 
congratulations dated eight 
days later states that Griffin 
was appointed bishop of 
Alton. Thus, the confusion.

Moreover, many letters of 
congratulations exist from 
parishioners, family, and 
schoolmates congratulating 
Bishop Griffin on his ap-
pointment to the Diocese of 
Alton, not Springfield. The 
earliest letter or telegram 
of congratulations is dated 
Nov. 13, 1923. Many of the 
letters refer to a publication 

where Bishop Griffin’s ap-
pointment was announced, 
and they quickly responded 
with their congratulations 
on his appointment to 
Alton. The announcement 
of Bishop Griffin’s appoint-
ment did not mention the 
translation of the diocesan 
See from Alton to Spring-
field. Confusing, right" So 
where does this leave us"

Griffin was appointed 
bishop of Springfield by 
the pope on Oct. 26, 1923 
(the two Apostolic Bulls), 
informed and congratu-
lated in a Nov. 3, 1923 letter 
(even though that letter 
indicated the Diocese of 
Alton, not Springfield), 
and then informed that 
the diocesan See had been 
translated from Alton to 
Springfield in a Nov. 22, 
1923 letter. All this evidence 
makes pinpointing the date 
of a specific event very chal-
lenging. News indeed did 
not always travel fast.

FAST
Continued from page 10

What is a Papal Bull?
A Papal Bull is any decree or charter issued by the 

pope. It is called a “bull” because of the seal (bulla) that 
is appended to the end to authenticate it. The seal (bulla) 
is derived from the Latin bullire, meaning “to melt or 
seal — as in wax or lead.” 

Why do we call it the Translation of the Episcopal See?
Translation is the transfer of a bishop from one episco-

pal See to another or the diocesan See from one location 
(city) to another. The word is from the Latin trānslātiō, 
meaning “carry across or transport or transfer.”  

Why do we call it an Episcopal See? How is it 
different from the Holy See?

We use the word See because it is derived 
from Latin sedes, meaning “seat, chair, or 
throne.” In the case of a bishop, it is the 
symbol of his authority. An Episcopal See 
is the seat of power for a bishop and the 
Holy See is the seat of power for the pope.

We use the word See because it is derived 

100
YEARS
OF HISTORY
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1Den�*sgr. $riBfin receiRed tDis letter Brom tDe �postolic Delegation in tDe 2.S. dated +oR. �, ���� inBorming and con-
gratQlating Dim on >eing appointed a >isDop >U -ope -iQs 5&. 1De letter indicated De Sas appointed >isDop oB �lton, 
SDicD in Bact Sas Srong, as tDe -apal �Qll Dad alreadU translated tDe See Brom �lton to Springfield on ,ct. ��, ����.
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1Den�*sgr. $riBfin Sas inBormed in tDis +oR. ��, ���� letter Brom tDe �postolic Delegation in tDe 2.S. tDat tDe diocesan See 
Dad >een translated Brom �lton to Springfield and tDat De mQst taGe Qp Dis permanent residence in Springfield. &n Bact, -ope 
-iQs 5& Dad alreadU translated tDe diocesan See Brom �lton to Springfield in tDe -apal �Qll dated ,ct. ��, ����.

PhotoO courteOy oB the ,Bfice oB the �rchiReO
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Protect your retirement money
Get guaranteed returns

Provide a deferred or immediate income
NO ADMINISTRATION FEES • NO SERVICE CHARGES

Single Premium:
6.00% for the 1st Year, then current rate 

Flexible Premium:
6.50% for the 1st Year, then current rate

3 Year Fixed Annuity:
5.00% on Deposits of $5,000-$49,000 

5.25% on Deposits of $50,000 and over
( Rates subject to change )

Our products are not a�ected by the Stock Market
No Surrender Penalties upon Death of Annuitant

Catholic Fraternal Life is a non-pro�t Insurance Company.

2021 Mascoutah 
Ave. Belleville, IL
800-240-2554 
www.c�life.org

Lisa, ACS
annuity@c�life.org

Father McGivney Catholic High School 

LUCK OF THE GRIFFIN 

Fill out and mail to: 
Father McGivney Catholic High School 

7190 Bouse Rd 
Glen Carbon, IL 62034 

Name: 

Address: 

State: Zip: 

Phone: 

Please circle card type: 
Visa MasterCard Discover Amex 

Card No: 

Exp. Date: CVV Code: 

No. of Tickets: 

Total Charged to card: 

Charity: 
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OCT. 26, 1923
Pope Pius XI transfers 

the diocesan See 
from Alton to 

Springfield. 

FEB. 28, 1924
Bishop James A. Griffin 
was installed as the first 

bishop of the Diocese 
of Springfield in Illinois 
at St. Mary’s Church in 
downtown Springfield. 

When Bishop Griffin arrived 
in Springfield, he was met by 

a crowd of nearly 10,000 people lining 
the streets from the C	A Train Depot 

to the church. 
            

APRIL 1, 1925
Five Sisters from the 
Sisters of St. Francis of the Martyr St. 
George arrived in Alton to begin their 
community there. Joining them were 
the Precious Blood Sisters 
(also pictured) who eventually left. 

100
YEARS
OF HISTORY

OCT. 14, 1928
The Cathedral 

of the Immaculate 
Conception 

in Springfield 
was solemnly 

dedicated. 
This is the interior 

of the church during 
construction in 1�28. 

Shown is the crest of 
Bishop James A. Griffin.  

1938
The Great Depression (1�2��1�3�) 
led to countless of families needing food. 
This scene of soup and sandwich distribution 
was common at Catholic Charities’ 
St John’s Breadline in Springfield. 

This scene of soup and sandwich distribution 

100
YEARS
OF HISTORY

         ATIMELINE
           OF THE          LIFE OF THE       CHURCH     IN OUR                   DIOCESE
           1923-2023

Continued on page 16
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         ATIMELINE
           OF THE          LIFE OF THE       CHURCH     IN OUR                   DIOCESE
            1923-2023

1962-1965 
The Second Vatican Council (Vatican II) 
convened. Bishop William O’Connor, shown 
here at St. Peter’s Basilica, attended all four 
years and promulgated 16 documents 
addressing changes in 
the world. 

JUNE 19, 1959 
A fire began in the choir loft 
that consumed the belfry of 

St. Boniface Church in Quincy. 
Seen here, onlookers watch 

as firefighters battle the blaze 
that resulted in the complete 

demolition of the 
1848 church.  

1964
Springfield Dominican Sisters 
prepared to leave for Puerto 
Rico to study Spanish, to then 
do mission work in Peru. 
Sister Rene Lawless (pictured 
third from left), who spent 31 
years as a missionary in Peru, 
became the first full�time 
minister to the Hispanic 
community in the Diocese 
of Springfield in Illinois. 

APRIL 16, 1945
Bishop James A. Griffin 

celebrated a High Pontifical 
Mass of Requiem for the death 

of President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
Seen here are mourners gathering 

for the Mass to honor the 
U.S. president in death. 

(Photo from Bishop Griffin’s 
personal scrapbook.)
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1977-1983
Bishop Joseph A. McNicholas initiated a program to 
call fallen away Catholics back to Mass and the Church. 
The “Come Home for Christmas” campaign began in 
December 1977 and was continued in the parishes until 
his death in 1983. Seen here is a picture of the Cathedral 
sanctuary decorated for Christmas. This photo was used 
for the campaign.  

1986
The 1980s 
witnessed a decline in 
seminarian enrollment, so the diocese was 
faced with the difficult decision of closing 
the Diocesan Seminary of the Immaculate 
Conception in Springfield, but the grounds 
were converted, and the Villa Maria Catholic 
Life Center then opened in 1986 and 
remains open today. 

APRIL 11, 2017
Bishop Thomas John 
Paprocki opened the 
Fourth Diocesan Synod 
at a packed Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception. 
The Synod focused on creating 
a commitment to stewardship and 
discipleship as a way of life. 100

YEARS
OF HISTORY

Continued on page 18

JUNE 28, 2003
The Diocesan Jubilee 

Day was celebrated 
at the Illinois 

State Fairgrounds 
with approximately 

15,000 Catholics in attendance 
at the outdoor Mass. The event celebrated the 

150th anniversary of the diocese. 

AUG. 20, 2002
Hospital Sisters Mission Outreach is founded by the 

Hospital Sisters of St. Francis in Springfield. Mis-
sion Outreach works with healthcare providers 

in the U.S. to redirect usable items destined 
for landfills to hospitals and clinics in the 

developing world (this photo 
is from Africa). 
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2023
OCT. 28, 2023
The First diocesan Eucharistic Congress 
will occur at the BOS Center in Springfield. 
This historic event will celebrate the 
Year of the Eucharist and the 
100th anniversary of the transfer of the See 
city of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois 
from Alton to Springfield. Get free tickets 
now at dio.org.

         ATIMELINE
           OF THE          LIFE OF THE     
  CHURCH     IN OUR                   DIOCESE
            1923-2023

JULY 1, 2023
The Norbertine Fathers opened Corpus Christi 

Priory in Springfield, the former site of the 
Chiara Center operated by the Hospital Sisters 

of St. Francis. The Norbertine Fathers’ main 
apostolate is the Evermode Institute, and they 
also opened St. Francis of Assisi Church to the 

public for Mass, prayer, and confession. 
The Hospital Sisters of St. Francis live 

in their convent on the property and 
the Norbertine Fathers serve as their chaplains. 

AUG. 15, 2022
The Dominican Nuns of 

Mary the 4ueen in Girard 
had their new monastery 
dedicated and blessed by 

Bishop Thomas John Paprocki. 

JUNE 12, 2019
Pope Francis 
declared 4uincy’s 
Father Augustine 
Tolton “9enerable,” 
the second step 
of four to becoming 
a saint in the 
Catholic Church. 
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Project Rachel
Post Abortive Healing

Just a phone call away
1-877-RACHEL-5

Divine Mercy

All employees and volunteers of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois 
must complete safe environment training and a background check 
before serving. The diocese now uses Catholic Mutual Group (CMG) 

for online training and background checks – all in one location!
For more information about the new training
and screening procedures, please contact your parish

or school Safe Environment Coordinator. 

New Safe Environment Training 
and Background Check

Program for Adults

Want a chance
to win $10,000

an d h elp S t .  M ar y  S c h o o l in  T ay lo r v ille?

Mega Moolah Raffle
W eek ly  w in n er s:  S ept .  2 2 - N o v .  9  • $ 1 0 0 - $ 3 0 0

D aily  w in n er s:  N o v .  1 3 - 1 6  •  $ 1 0 0 - $ 4 0 0

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0  G r an d P r iz e dr aw n  N o v .  1 7
$ 2 0  per  t ic k et / 3  fo r  $ 5 0

Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________
____________________________________________________

Phone: ____________________ Cell: ______________________
Email: _______________________________________________

Clip coupon and send with payment to Mega Moolah Raffle,
St. Mary School, 422 S. Washington, Taylorville, IL 62568

Prizes awards to adults 18 and older. 

Prizes are based on the sale of a minimum of 1,500 tickets. The School reserves the 
right to modify prizes in accordance with net proceeds if fewer than 1,500 are sold.

Want a chance
to win $10,000

an d h elp S t .  M ar y  S c h o o l in  T ay lo r v ille?

Mega Moolah Raffle
W eek ly  w in n er s:  S ept .  2 2 - N o v .  9  • $ 1 0 0 - $ 3 0 0

D aily  w in n er s:  N o v .  1 3 - 1 6  •  $ 1 0 0 - $ 4 0 0

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0  G r an d P r iz e dr aw n  N o v .  1 7
$ 2 0  per  t ic k et / 3  fo r  $ 5 0

Diocese of Springfi eld in Illinois

OPENING
(full-time) 

Director, Offi ce for 
Buildings and Properties

For more information and
to apply, see www.dio.org/jobs.

Email: hr@dio.org

¼o ʬeʩoʬt alleɋationʴ of 
ʴe˪ˈal aȡˈʴe of a ɹinoʬ 
ȡ˫ Ȣleʬɋ˫ ܧ eˤen if it iʴ 

in tɒe ʩaʴt ܧ
individuals are encouraged to 
call the Diocesan Child Abuse 
Reporting and Investigation 

number (2ڱګ) ܏گگګګ-ګ32
Individuals may also contact 

Illinois Department of Children 
and Family Services Child Abuse 

Hotline at ܏گ2܏800܏ګ��Ã®/, or 
contact your local police authority.

MOVING SOON?
Alert Catholic Times several weeks in advance to prevent missing

a single issue. Update subscription info at: ct.dio.org/update.
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CA    HOLIC
HOSPITALS
CA    HOLIC
HOSPITALS
Hospital Sisters Health SystemHospital Sisters Health System

For some, treating 
patients is a job.

For us, it’s our calling.
What is the di�erence between a 
health care provider and a servant? 
At HSHS hospitals, we make the 
di�erence obvious. 

No matter the patient, no matter 
the diagnosis, no matter the odds, 
all that matters to us are the patients 
we serve. 

Health care provider may be our job 
description. Being a servant— that’s 
a calling. That’s OUR calling.

Find a hospital near you at hshs.org/our-family.

◆ OSF HealthCare
Saint Anthony’s Health Center

 Alton
◆ HSHS St. John’s Hospital

0LNEnCfiel@

◆ HSHS St. Mary’s Hospital
Decatur

◆ HSHS Holy Family Hospital
Greenville

◆ HSHS St. Joseph’s Hospital
%ECDlan@

◆ HSHS St. Anthony’s 
Memorial Hospital

"ffinCDaI

◆ HSHS St. Francis Hospital
LEPcDfiel@

◆ %0%0 $oo@ 0DeLDeN@ %osLEPal
Shelbyville

◆ HSHS St. Elizabeth’s Hospital
O’Fallon

◆ HSHS St. Joseph’s Hospital Breese
Breese



��� :KLFK ELVKRS RI WKH 'LRFHVH RI 6SULQJÀHOG LQ
� ,OOLQRLV DWWHQGHG 9DWLFDQ ,, IURP ���������"
 a. James Aloysius Griffin

b. Joseph McNicholas
 c. William Aloysius O’Connor

d. Peter J. Baltes
��� ,Q ZKDW \HDU GLG 6W� $OR\VLXV LQ 1RUWK $UP EHFRPH
� D 0LVVLRQ FKXUFK RI 6W� 0DU\ LQ 3DULV"

a. 1855
b. 1858
c. 1860
d. 1863

��� +RZ PDQ\ DOXPQL RI 4XLQF\ 8QLYHUVLW\ ZHQW RQ WR
� EHFRPH D ELVKRS?

a. 5
b. 9
c. 14
d. 21

4. +RZPDQ\ &DWKROLF FHPHWHULHV DUH WKHUH LQ RXU GLRFHVH"
a. 55
b. 75
c. 88
d. 96

��� :KDW $PHULFDQ GLRFHVH GLG %LVKRS +HQU\ 'DPLDQ
� -XQFNHU FRPH IURP EHIRUH EHFRPLQJ ELVKRS RI $OWRQ
� LQ ����"

a. Archdiocese of Baltimore
b. Archdiocese of New York

 c. Archdiocese of Boston
 d. Archdiocese of Cincinnati
��� :KR ZDV WKH ÀUVW SHUVRQ WR EH EXULHG LQ WKH FU\SW
� DW WKH &DWKHGUDO RI WKH ,PPDFXODWH &RQFHSWLRQ
� LQ 6SULQJÀHOG"

a. Msgr. Timothy Hickey
 b. Bishop James A. Griffin

c. Bishop Joseph A. McNicholas
 d. Bishop William A. O’Connor
��� ,Q ����� D VPDOO IUDPH FKXUFK ZDV HUHFWHG
� LQ -HUVH\YLOOH� :KDW LV WKH QDPH RI WKDW SDULVK"

a. Holy Family
b. Holy Ghost

 c. St. Francis ;avier
d. St. Patrick

��� :KDW FKXUFK LQ RXU GLRFHVH ZDV GHVWUR\HG E\
� D &KULVWPDV (YH ÀUH LQ ����"
 a. St. Mary in Fieldon
 b. St. Mary in Brussels
 c. Sacred Heart in Franklin
 d. All Saints in White Hall
��� $ERXW KRZ PDQ\ VWXGHQWV DWWHQG &DWKROLF
� VFKRROV LQ RXU GLRFHVH"

a. 8,500
b. 9,200
c. 10,400
d. 14,600

����2Q 2FW� ��� WKH 'LRFHVH RI 6SULQJÀHOG LQ ,OOLQRLV
� ZLOO KRVW D (XFKDULVWLF &RQJUHVV DW WKH %26 &HQWHU
� LQ 6SULQJÀHOG� 1RW FRXQWLQJ WKDW (XFKDULVWLF &RQJUHVV�
� KRZPDQ\ (XFKDULVWLF &RQJUHVVHV KDV WKH 'LRFHVH RI
� 6SULQJÀHOG LQ ,OOLQRLV KRVWHG LQ LWV KLVWRU\"

a. 0
b. 1
c. 2
d. 3
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CENTENNIAL TRIVIA CHALLENGE ―
1OO questions about our rich history 
Getting you ready for the celebration of the 1OOth anniversary of the transfer 
of the diocesan See city from Alton to Springfield (Oct. 26, 2O23)
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Answers can be found on 
page 29



The 1869 Our Saviour 
Church in Jacksonville 
was known as “The 
Big Brick” to parish-
ioners, due to its red 
brick construction. 
In 1974, ground was 
broken on the site of 
the current church. A 
large stone from the 

steeple was transferred to the new exterior façade of the 
new church. This church served the community until 1977. 

100
YEARS
OF HISTORY

The original church of 
St. Francis Cabrini in 
Springfield, sDoSn in 
1947. The church was 
dedicated and located 
within a Quonset hut 
purchased by Bishop 
'ames $riBfin in ����. 1o 
meet the demand of the 
rapidly rising Catholic 
population following 

WWII, he ordered several Quonset huts to accommodate 
four new parishes in the diocese. 
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steeple was transferred to the new exterior façade of the 

Shown is the front 
entrance to St. Barbara’s 
 DQrcD in Springfield, 
dedicated on April 23, 
1911. The building was 
formerly the Iles School 
and served the Catholics 
oB soQtDeast Springfield 
until it was closed in 
1956.

St. Joseph Hall in 
Decatur was built in 
1906 and originally 
opened as a Children’s 
Home. In 1947, it was 
purchased and served 
as a tertian retreat 
house for the Missouri 
Province of Jesuits. 
Exterior c. 1948. 

Shown is the summer 
parish carnival in the 
parking lot of Ss. Peter & 
-aQl in Springfield. 1De 
school grounds were laid 
in 1888 and St John’s 
Hospital can be  
   seen in the background. 

An exterior view of St. Agnes 
 DQrcD in Springfield tDat Sas 
built on the corner of College 
and Capitol in downtown (cur-
rent site of the Stratton Building 
for the State of Illinois) and dedi-
cated on Sept. 28, 1890. The 
parish moved to its current site 
in November 1981. Mass was 
held at the school gymnasium 
until the current church was 
dedicated on Nov. 26, 1989. 

Swimmers enjoy the 
public pool at Camp 
Pere Marquette in 
Grafton in 1949. 

St. Ann Church served 
the Catholic com-
munity in Niantic for 
more than 80 years. 
This photo was taken 
at the 1963 wedding 
of Nancy Ann Del-
aney and Fred Lucken-
bill. The brick church 

was of Irish Gothic style and was dedicated on Oct. 
��, ����, in tDe presence oB �isDop 'ames �. $riBfin. 
The parish was closed in 2006.

TREASURES OF THE PAST



100
YEARS
OF HISTORY

Shown is the interior of the 
1848 church of St. Boniface 
in Quincy, taken in 1928 
during the Forty Hour 
Devotion. The sanctuary 
carpet was a gift from the 
St. Elizabeth Society. 
Photographer: Raymond H. Brinks
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Shown is the exterior of 
Sacred Heart in Dalton 
City in 1912. The corner-
stone for Sacred Heart 
Church was laid in 1892. 

The 1864 St. Mary in 
Bunker Hill church, taken 
from a distance. In 1938, 
a tornado destroyed the 
steeple, but the church 
remained. On March 19, 
1948, another tornado 
struck the church, demol-
ishing the building. 

Shown is the sanctuary 
of the 1871 St. Nicholas 
in Pocahontas Church. 
On Jan. 1, 1949, the 
church was destroyed 
>U a fire. 

The interior of Ss. Peter 
and Paul Church in 
Collinsville is shown 
in 1926. It was con-
structed between 1880 
and 1890 at a cost of 
$17,000, not includ-
ing the land. In 1965, 
ground was broken for 
a new church.

Photographer: Frank L. Rissi

In this photo, shown is 
the exterior of the 1870 
St. Mary Church in 
Carlinville church and 
rectory. The church still 
has the steeple that was 
removed from the
 building in the 1930s. 
(From the collection of 
Mildred Madden.)

Mass is celebrated at 
Ss. Peter and Paul in 
Springfield. 1De cDQrcD 
opened in 1866, was 
closed in 2001, and 
demolished in 2002. 

Shown is the raising and 
installing of the clock 
tower bell at St. John 
the Baptist in Quincy, 
which was built in the 
late 1800s. After merg-
ers with local parishes, 
the church closed for 
Mass in 2006. 
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100
YEARS
OF HISTORY

1. Young men play a baseball game at 
the Apple Bowl at St. Mary’s in 
Brussels.
Date unknown

2. Bishop James A. Griffin sits on a camel 
(third from left) in front of the Sphinx 
and Great Pyramids of Giza in Egypt 
on Oct. 28, 1�2�.  

3. A line forms at Catholic Charities office 
in Springfield.
Date unknown

4. Men to be ordained lay prostrate in 
front of the altar at the Cathedral of 
Immaculate Conception in Springfield 
on May 23, 1���. 

5. The St. James in Riverton baseball team 
were champions of Holy Name League 
in 1�2�.

 Photographer: /edIon Studio, Springfield

6. Workmen install bells in the 
Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception. Date c. 1�28. 

7. Shown is the St. Boniface in 4uincy 
steeple in 1�1�. 

8. Shown is the interior of the 18�0 
St. Peter Church in 4uincy, which 
was damaged by a tornado on 
April 12, 1�4�.

9. Shown is the dedication of the Church 
of the Little Flower in Springfield 
4uonset hut church 1�4�.

 Photographer: 4inBred %elI�

10. Bishop James A. Griffin is pictured 
with clergy outside St. Mary Church in 
Springfield following his Installation 
Mass in 1�24.

 Photographer: /edIon Studio, Springfield

         A COLLAGE OFHISTORY

1.

2.

4.
5.

8.
9.
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3.

6.

7.

10.
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11. Shown is an Alois Zimmerman 
wedding photo, no date. (Possible 
match to a marriage recorded at 
St. Francis Solanus in Quincy of 
Aloys Ludov Zimmermann 
married Maria Averkamp on 
June 11, 1885.) 
Photographer: Scott photographer, Quincy

12. First Communion photo of 
Blanch Derners and Daniel 
Connelly of Assumption, no date. 
Photographer: Du Place Studio

13. Shown is a group photo of first 
Communion at Ss. Peter and Paul 
in Springfield c. 1�00.

14. Shown is the Sacred Heart 
Springfield baseball team, 1�21.

15. Shown is the Michael Band of 
St. Michael Church in Michael.
Date unknown.

16. St. Aloysius in North Arm c. 1�20, 
is shown before paved roads were 
laid down.  

17. Shown is a drawing of the 
Cathedral complex by architect 
Joseph McCarthy in 1�2�.  

18. Bishop William A. O’Connor tours 
the Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception upon his arrival in 
Springfield, March 1�4�.  
Photographer: Mercury Studio, Springfield

19. Bishop Joseph A. McNicholas visits 
Routt High School in Jacksonville on 
St. Nicholas Day, c. 1�81.
Photographer: Billy Wade

20. Men attend a WWI Veterans Dinner at 
Old St. Mary’s in Springfield, 1�20.

         A COLLAGE OFHISTORY
Continued from page 25

11. 12.

15.

18.

100
YEARS
OF HISTORY

Special thanks to the Office for Archives 
and Records Management for the Diocese 
of Springfield in Illinois for historic infor�

mation and photos  provided for 
this edition of Catholic Times. If doc�
umentation for photo credits was   
available, those credits have been   
provided with the photographs.
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13. 14.

16. 17.

19.

20.
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HOST 
YOUR OWN 

FRIENDS AND FAMILY 

How to participate:
Kick O�

6:00 PM
Pregame

5:30 PM

Premium Guns, Classic 
Friends Guns, Veterans 

Gun Giveaway, A 
TRUCKLOAD of Super 

Ra�e Prizes, LOADED 
GUN SAFE, Card Ra�es 

–See Social Media!

TO BE RAFFLED 
INCLUDING 30 GUNS IN 30 MINUTES!

 101 GUNSUP
 TO

WATCH PARTY!
WATCH PARTY!

SNEAK PEAK 
SHOW WALK 

THRU:
Friday, Nov. 10th, 

4pm-7pm

YOUR OWN 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY 

How to participate:
Kick O�Pregame

5:30 PM

Premium Guns, Classic 
Friends Guns, Veterans 

Gun Giveaway, A 
TRUCKLOAD of Super 

Gun Giveaway, A 
TRUCKLOAD of Super 

Gun Giveaway, A 

Ra�e Prizes, LOADED 
TRUCKLOAD of Super 

Ra�e Prizes, LOADED 
TRUCKLOAD of Super 

GUN SAFE, Card Ra�es 
–See Social Media!

TO BE RAFFLED 
INCLUDING 30 GUNS IN 30 MINUTES!

 101 GUNS
WATCH PARTY!
WATCH PARTY!
WATCH PARTY!
WATCH PARTY!
WATCH PARTY!

TO BE RAFFLED 
INCLUDING 30 GUNS IN 30 MINUTES!

 101 GUNS 101 GUNSUP
 TO 101 GUNS

WATCH PARTY!
WATCH PARTY!
WATCH PARTY!
WATCH PARTY!
WATCH PARTY!

SNEAK PEAK 
SHOW WALK 

THRU:
Friday, Nov. 10th, 

4pm-7pm

Win a Utility Trailer from Cross Country Trailer Sales, 
Plus - Bows, Box Blinds, E-Bike and much more!

Broadcast Courtesy of 
Bchornetsports1

Presented By

SATURDAY, NOV. 11 5:30 PM
START!JOIN US!

Bene�ting

GET 
YOUR 
TICKETS 
NOW!

Only 300 

Seats Availble!Only 300 
Only 300 
Only 300 

Seats Availble!

Seats Availble!

BCdeerclassic.com
OR Kassing Lumber 601 Pitts�eld Rd. Mt. Sterling (217) 773-2611

Watch the Live Event at BCdeerclassic.com

BCdeerclassic.comBCdeerclassic.comBCdeerclassic.com
TICKETS:

#bcdeerclassic

No Reserve 
Timed 

Online Only 
Auction! 

November 1st – 11th 
WebsterAuctioneers.com



Sunday, Oct. 15
PITTSFIELD — Pork Dinner, St. Mary 

Parish, 226 E. Adams, 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m.  
Drive-thru only, $15.

Monday, Oct. 16
SPRINGFIELD — St. Louise de Marillac 

Dinner. Christ the King Parish Hall, 6 
p.m. $15. For more information, call 
Linda at (217) 971-1642.

ONGOING
SPRINGFIELD — GriefShare Bereavement 

Ministry, Cathedral. Cycle of weekly 
faith-based, grief support group. Help 
and encouragement after the death of a 
spouse, child, family member, or friend. 
Runs from 1-2:30 p.m. in the Cathedral 
School Library (enter through the atrium 
doors off 5th Street parking lot). Next 
cycle begins Nov. 7. Runs for 13 weeks, 
but guests may join the series at any point 
and can pick up content they missed dur-
ing the next cycle. For more information 
go to https://www.griefshare.org/ or con-
tact Berni Ely at (217) 899-6637 or jacka-
ndberni96@yahoo.com. Register online 

or call (217) 522-3342 or email Vicki at 
vcompton@cathedral.dio.org. All adults, of 
any or no faith background, are welcome.

SPRINGFIELD — Rosary with Legion of 
Mary. Every Tuesday, 9 a.m. Christ the 
King Parish Hall.

SPRINGFIELD — Holy Catholic Mass. Every 
Tuesday and Thursday, noon, Henry Bunn 
Chapel, Springfield Memorial Hospital.

SPRINGFIELD — Grief Groups, St. John’s 
Hospital. SOS (Survivors of Suicide), 1st 
and 3rd Tuesday of each month, 5:30-7 
p.m.; SIDS (sudden infant death syn-
drome), 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each 
month, 4:30-6 p.m.; Grief Group, weekly 
Wednesday, 4:30-6 p.m.; SHARE Support 
Group (for parents who have lost a baby 
pre-term or in early infancy), weekly 
Wednesday, 7-9 p.m. All groups meet in 
the St. Clare Annex (overflow room of 
the chapel). Contact (217) 544-6464, ext. 
55676 for more information.

SPRINGFIELD – Rosary, Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception every Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday at 4:45 p.m.
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Confidential
Reporting Financial or Adult 

Sexual Misconduct
Call toll-free: (866) 346-2003

E-mail: reportmisconduct@gmail.com

DATEBOOK

TRIVIA
ANSWERS:

1. c – William Aloysius 
  O’Conner
2. b – 1858
3. c – 14
4. d – 96
5. d – Archdiocese of Cincinnati 
6. a – Msgr. Timothy Hickey
7. c – St. Francis Xavier
8. b – St. Mary’s in Brussels
9. c – 10,400
10. a - 0

Please email Datebook submissions to: 
catholictimes@dio.org. Put in the subject 
line, “Datebook submission.” 
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1930 Barberry Drive, Springfield

Who:
Springfield Right to LIFE

What:
Autumn BBQ
Dinner Fundraiser
When:
Oct. 19, 5-7 p.m.
How:
Dine-in or Carry-out
Where:
Christ the King
Community Center,

To place a classified ad or for
more information call:

(217) 698-8500

CLASSIFIED CLIPS

LEGAL SERVICES
William Shaffer, Attorney: Accidents, personal in-
jury, liability, wrongful death and workmen’s com-
pensation. No recovery, no fee. Free consultation. 
Ġ���
 ��������, ���� 4. 4a>asD, Springfield.

                               10-15-2023
Delano Law Offices, LLC: Workers’ compensa-
tion; death cases; serious personal injury cases; 
cases against intoxicated drivers. Free consultation. 
(217) 544-2703.                               11-12-2023

BUSINESS
RAFFLE TICKETS: Buy direct (and save) from Illi-
nois� largest raBŃe ticGet printer. #or inBo, call Ġ���
 
227-4464. Fax (217) 227-4140.                11-12-2023

BOOKS WANTED
Please call (618) 692-5511.                       11-26-2023

VACATION
Gulf Shores, AL ― 1/2/3 BR luxurious BEACH-
FRONT condos and 4 BR BEACH RESORT house! 
Gulf of Mexico — Owner direct saves you $$$ 
Chris 1 (502) 396-2287.                           11-26-2023 
Destin, FL ― ��tD Ńoor, >reatD�taGing gQlB RieSs, 
2 bedroom, 2 bath, sleeps 6, beaches, pools, golf. 
Call (618) 530-8599.                                10-15-2023

HELP WANTED
Work part time from home. St. Louis based, pub-
licly listed company. Feeding 45K children a day. 
Contact Linda (618) 570-9787.                 11-12-2023

CLOCK REPAIR
Service/repair on: wall, mantle, cuckoos, anni-
versary. 30 years experience. Reasonable rates. 
(217) 899-1305. Romer’s Clock Shop, Springfield.
                                                             10-15-2023

Classified Clips



My dear sisters and brothers in 
Christ,

Many activities, anxieties, and un-
certainties fill our lives. That’s why 
it is necessary to make time to spend 
with the Lord Jesus who is the Prince 
of Peace. Through the certainty of 
His presence in our lives, He pro-
vides the certitude of faith, calms our 
anxieties, and helps focus our activi-
ties toward His glory and honor.

On Oct. 28, I am inviting you to a 
historic event, a first for our diocese, 
a Eucharistic Congress at the BOS 
Center in Springfield. This an op-
portunity to spend a day reflecting 
on the Real Presence of Jesus in the 
Eucharist. This Eucharistic Congress 
promises to be a day filled with hope, 
faith, and love featuring spiritually 
uplifting and motivating talks from 
nationally popular Catholic speakers. 
Dr. Scott Hahn is a former minister 
of the Presbyterian Church, later con-
verting to Catholicism, and is now 
a leading evangelist and popular 
author. Father Chase Hilgenbrinck 
has one of the more unique stories to 
the priesthood, walking away from a 

life of professional soccer, answering 
God’s call to the priesthood. Father 
Denis Robinson is president-rector 
at St. Meinrad Seminary, one of the 
schools that educates our seminar-
ians. Finally, Sister M. Karolyn 
Nunes, FSGM, based in Alton, has 
given talks around the country and is 
known for her uplifting energy. 

The Eucharistic Congress will 
also include a Catholic Marketplace 
where you will find unique Catholic 
products and experiences to enhance 
your engagement with the faith (see 
list below). Several motivating videos 
throughout the day will provide you 
hope, encouragement, and lift your 
soul. Praying with fellow Catholics 
from across our diocese during ado-
ration of the Blessed Sacrament and 
confession are also part of the day. A 
large family room for children will 
also be available.

We will also celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the transfer of the di-
ocesan See city from Alton to Spring-
field. You will see never before seen 
photos from the past and learn about 
our rich history.

Finally, we will cap off the day 
with the source and summit of our 
faith, the holy Eucharist, during the 
celebration of Mass with an arena 
full of thousands of Catholics. 

As you can tell, this historic Eu-
charistic Congress will be an exciting 
experience that will feed your soul 
and inspire you in a radical way. It is 
an opportunity you will likely never 
experience again. I invite you to join 
me, your parish priest, your fellow 
parishioners, and the people of our 
diocese on Oct. 28 at the BOS Center 
in Springfield. Doors open at 10:30 
a.m. with Mass at 4 p.m.

To reserve your free admission, see 
the schedule of the day, get answers 
to frequently asked questions, and see 
who is coming to the Catholic Market-
place, go to the Diocese of Springfield 
in Illinois’ website, dio.org. Come and 
deepen your trust in the peace that 
only Jesus can give.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend
Thomas John Paprocki
Bishop of Springfield in Illinois

A letter from Bishop Paprocki, inviting you 
to Eucharistic Congress Oct. 28 in Springfield

Receive an indulgence at Eucharistic Congress!
In observance of our Centennial Jubilee celebrating the transfer of the 

See City of our Diocese to Springfield, Bishop Thomas John Paprocki has 
been authorized by the Holy See to impart the Papal Blessing at the end the 
Eucharistic Congress Mass. The Papal Blessing carries with it a plenary (or 
full) indulgence, as long as one also goes to confession, receives the Eucha-
rist, and prays for the intentions of the pope (praying a Hail Mary and Our 
Father for the pope’s intentions is suggested). These acts “may be carried 
out several days preceding or following the performance of the prescribed 
works. But, it is more fitting that Communion and the prayer for the pope’s 
intentions take place on the day the work is performed” (Handbook of Indul-
gences, Norms for Indulgences, 23.3). So, take advantage of this treasure by 
going to confession, praying for the pope’s intentions, and receiving our 
Lord in the holy Eucharist! An indulgence is a gift and grace that remits the 
temporal punishment due to sin, which has already been forgiven but not 
rectified. Those who cannot attend the Eucharistic Congress but watch the 
Mass online can also receive the indulgence (youtube.com/diospringfield).

CATHOLIC MARKETPLACE VENDORS:
History of the diocese (Archives), Abbey 

Caskets, Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen 
Foundation, Catholic Bar Association, 

Catholic Charities, Catholic Family 
Crate, CareNotes, Cause of Our Joy, 

Exodus 90, First Step Women’s Center, 
FOCUS, Greater Mission, Hallow, Mercy 

Tree Adventures, National Eucharistic 
Revival, Novena Cards, Outpouring of 

Trust, Quincy University, Rebuilt Parish, 
Salve Regina Ministries, SockReligious, 

Springfield Dominican Sisters, St. 
Meinrad Seminary, Staab Funeral Homes, 

Steier Group, This Little Fiat

Four speakers will inspire, more than 25 Catholic Marketplace 
vendors coming, Mass with thousands
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Stained glass window of 1915 church
of St. John the Evangelist in Medora

Stained glass window of 1915 church
of St. John the Evangelist in Medora

Stained glass window of 1915 church
of St. John the Evangelist in Medora
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